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If you are building a RAF design, you must
have the following newsletters:

VariViggen (1st Edition), newstetters 1 to 56,
Variviggen (2nd Edition), newsletter 18 to 56.
YariEze (ist Edition}, newsletters [0 thru 56,
VariEze (2nd Edition), newsletters 16 thru 56.
Long-EZ, newsletters 24 through 56.

Solitaire, newsletters 37 through 56.

Defiant, newsletters 41 through 56.

A current subscription for future issues is

formal means to distribute mandatory
changes. Reproduction and redistribution of
this newsletter is approved and encouraged.

PLEASE NOTE: BUILDER SUPPORT [S ON
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY FROM 8:00 AM TO
5:00 PM ONLY. If you have parts that vou
would like vus to see and/or would jike to drop
in, please make it Tuesdays and Fridays if you
can. If you need to come other than those
days, please call 50 we will be sure to be here.
When you call on Tuesdays and Fridays for
builder assistance, please give you name and
serial number. It is required before you can
be put through to Mike. This is a company
policy and we must adhere to it.

When writing to RAF, send along a stamped,
sell addressed envelope if vou have builder's

questions 1o be answered. [ you are placing
an order, it's best to keep it separate from a
request for an answer.

{This issve was produced on a new computer

system with slighly different formats. Please
give us your comments on how to improve it.)
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RAF ACTIVITIES

The Catbird has taken all of our energies since
CP 55. We have been working hard, flight
testing, measuring performance and preparing
the airplane for the CAFE 400 and for the
Jackpot Air Races, We are also getting her
ready for the trip to and {rom Oshkosh. Burt
is planning on flying the Cathird non-stop to
Oshkosh 1988 where it will be on display on
the flight line. We are turrently installing an
S-TEC two-axis avtopilot and we will have it
connected such that it will track the Northstar
loran or the VOR. It will also hold altitude.

See in this CP for more information on the
Catbird and its successes in the races,

BURT'S _OSHKOSH SCHEDULE_FOR_1983

Saturday, July 30th  Rutan Design Forum

2:30pm - Tent 3

Sunday, July 31st Design College

8:30am - Tent 3

Sunday, July 31st Pond Racer Forum

“(This Is a change. The Sport Aviation program
will show INCORRECTLY 10:00am in Tent 3)

SCALED _COMPOSITES ACTIVITIES

July 12, 1988 was the date of the first flight
of Burt's latest design, a small biz-jet with
two Williams jet engines mounted on top of the
wing roots. Fitz Fulton, ex-NASA test pilot
who now works at SCALED, was at the controls.
Mike Melvill chased the mini-jet in his Long-
EZ and this flight was extremely successiul -
and it was significant in that this was a first
flight for the Williams engines, as well as a
first flight for a new aircralt design.

Burt has decided to have the AT3, or Advanced
Technoiogy Turboprop Transport, at Oshkosh
1988, Fitz Fulton will fly it to and I[rom
Oshkosh where it will be on display [rom
Friday through Sunday.

SCALED has also completed and delivered a
“hard" sail for the America's Cup Catamaran
sailboat which, hopefuilly, will compete with
the New Zealand sailboat for the America's
Cup sometime before the end of this year., The
“sail” is really a carbon fiber wing, standing
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on end and cable braced into position on the
catamaran. The "wing” is 95 feet tall and has
movabie trailing edge control surfaces. So far,
Dennis Conners who will be sailing it in the
contest, is pleased with the speed and
maneuverabitity. This catamaran has received
much publicity in the press. Next time you
see it, look closely at the “sail”, it is a
béauvtiful, graceful aircraft-like wing.

" DEFIANT FIRST FLIGHT IN AUSTRALIA

Clive Canning writes that on May 14, 1988 he
fiew his new Defiant VH-001! on its initial test
flight from North Brisbane's Redcliffe airport.

He has now compieted the Department of
Aviation required flight test program (a 22
page documentl), part of which had to be
written for him since his Defiant was the first
multi-engine aircraft {other than [lactory
built) to be certiffed in Auvstralia.
Congratulations, Clive, welcome to the ranks of
RAF design flvers.

Clive Canning is the builder of & Thorp T-18
which he {lew {rom Australia to England some
vears ago, and then wrote a book about his trip
~-and what a trip it wasi{ He was shet at by

---———M]G's in Syriza—and ended-up in - prison there.

Charlie Mike Charlie, an excelient hook, is

must reading {or anyone inlerested in [lying

and, especially interested in

homebuilts,

fiying

BURT'S BIRTHDAY PARTY FLYIN

Saturday, June 18, 1988 dawned bright and
clear at Mojave. Already a few El's were
parked on the ramp in front of RAF. Dick
Kreidef and a few helpers set up 2 spot
fanding 1line on runwiay 7 and started
measuring to see who landed closest t¢ the
line. David Orr did most of the organization
Tor this flyin, including mailing cards out to
evervone, We sure appreciate Dave's elforts.

For the [irst time, David was able to fly in to
one of the flyins he has organized for vears in
his own recently completed Long-EZ - Good
for vou, Dave.

By noon, there were over 80 BEAF designs on
the ramp .and, ‘since most people flying in
brought a dish of something to eat, there was a
tremendous supply of food an the tables in the
RATF hangar. Burt was in great spirits and
spent severzl hours out on the ramp with his
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new Catbird, expounding on the virtves of

such neat things as forward swept "T" tails,
centerline  pilot  seais, turbochargers,
pressurization, efc., etc.. One of the major
highlights of the day was when Burt conducted
a tour of those parts of the SCALED
Composites building that did not have
proprietary proiects in them. Virtually

everyone who Tlew in managed to get in or this

tour and it was greatly enjoyed by all.

By the end of a really super day, a total of 93
RAF designs had been counted on the ramp
here at Mojave. Not even at Oshkosh can that
many be seen at one time.  The “evenl” has
been traditionally held every iwo vears here
al Mojave and the consensus was - “Let's do it
again in 19901°

“IS HE GOOD, OR WHAT?"™ DEPARTMENT

-----------------

Alan Dierksen,in his Long-EZ, N974EZ, came
closest to the line in the landing contest at the
birthday pariy. Congratulations, Alan, you
have won a vear's subscription to the CP lor
fine fiving!

..................

~-CAFE 400_-— 1988 ——

Burt had predicted several years ago when he
designed the "CATBIRD" that it would win Lhe
CAFE 400 efficiency race. This prediction
came true on June 25, 1988 when his CATBIRD
won overall, setting a new record high score,
winning its calegory - Experimental, three or
more seats -winning "Best New Design Award”
which was a brand new Norhstar M{ Loran .
Also the Tom Jeweft Memorial Award (best
MPG x Payiload) and for the pilel, Mike
Melvill, winning the coveted LoPresti Award.

The Catbird carried five people on board for
the race and was loaded with 63 gallons of fuel
te bring her payload up to 1000 Ibs. She
lifted off in about L300 [eet, well within the
2000 {eet criteria and, thanks tu the Northstar
loran, flew the course accurately until the last
turn point. At this point,'we were home [ree,
right? Wrong! We could see the airport, so
withowt setiing the loran, we headed for it.
Burt and Mike recognized at the same instant
that this as the wrong airport! Punch in the
leran and head for the correct airport. This
error cost us only 2 few miles and perhaps 30
seconds but it certainly gol our atiention!
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We [lew over the final check point, the Sania
Rosa 2ir center which is where they stop the
clock, and entered downwind, got the gear
down, landed guile short and taxied to the
weight scales. We knew from our Alcor fuel-
[low indicater what we had burned, but we
wanted it verified on their scales. We were
most satisfied when the weighing showed we
had used within 1-1/2 ibs. or 1/4 gallon of
our indicated fuel flowl We knew ouf race
time, so we now knew our CAFE score. We
were sure we had won, but it was reafly
exciting at the Banquet and Awards ceremony
to be cakled up and presented with ail of the
awards we did get. The crew of five shared the
prize money and all of us had e really [line
weekend in Santa Rosa.

Gary Hertzler, in his now “almost legendary”,
80 HP VariEze, won the experimental two
place as well as the CAFE Award for the
largest percentage of gain in fuel efficiency in
a category. Gene Sheehan was second in his
guick 100 HP Q-200, followed by Klaus Savier
in his very fast [00 HP VariEze. These three
competitors have been dicing with each other
each year lor several years now and, this vyear,
their scores were within 3% of each other,
Close competition, incredibly efficiant

wogbrplenes, good company casd dots ol-fen. Here...

are the results of this year's CAFE 400.

A/LC PILOT PAYLOAD (ib) SEATS
SPEED MPG HP
CAFESCORE
CATBIRD MELVILL 100D 5
192.3 21.6 210
2751708
VARIEZE HERTZLER 400 2
152.5 49,25 80
2360859
Q-200 SHEEHAN 400 2
174.6 40,93 100
2322493
VARIEZE SAVIER 400 2
177.0 39.57 i00
2284493
SUPER BD WARD 800 4
173.1 18.58 300
1754892
LANCAIR MAXWELL 400 2
188.8 27.72 125
1734679
GLASAIR KEEFE 400 2
209.0 22.24 180
1580555
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MOONEY HAWKINS 799 4
151.5 19.62 200
) 1566710
MOONEY HUDSON 798 4
167.2 16.65 200
1503079
MOONEY 'LOEWEN 703 4
163.6 18.62 200
1487699
JACKPOT 1988

Burt flew Catbird, Dick flew "old blue”, his
record setting Long-EZ, and Mike and Sally
tiew up in N26MS, their own Long-EZ. On the
way up, Burt spent most of the teip gathering
altitude performance data for the Catbird and
it was a beautiful flight at 750D feet,
absolutely smooth, with a good tailwind,
When we arrived at jackpot on the morning of
Saturday, July 2nd, there were already over
50 EZ's on the ramp! The aliernoon was spent
in the pool. The evening dinner show was fun,
but the big event was early Sunday morning -

" Jackpol races”.

Stock Long-EZ, “Super Stock (Long-EZa

- modilied ), and ihe Yobimiied B Gadl BE8 ROk

built per plans).

Burt [lew the Catbird in the same race as the
uwilimited EZ's under Exhibition class. The
first race was Stock VariEze's and it was won
by Shirl Dickey. He heat Gary Herizler by
less than 2 miles per hourl The neat thing
about it was that Shirl and Diane Dickey
originated the Jackpot and Wendover "EI”
flyins because Shirt has always been a
competitive racer in everything he has heen
involved in from spsedboats to aicplanes. [n
flve Jackpot flyins, Shirl had never won until
this vear, Congratulations, Shiril

The second race was Stock Long-EZ's won by
Bob Browii in his beautiful Long which he just.
recently ew his time ofi.

The third race {for the modified Long-EZ's
{bigger engines), the Super Stock Long-EZ
class was won by Ed XKeily in his amazingly
fast Long-EZ. Ed was very fast at the Sun 60
Air Race at Sun-'N-Fun earlier this year,
turning a lap from standing staft at over Zi3
MPHI Second was Kick Kreidel and,
joterestingly, the third and fourth place
finishers were two Cozy's, Vance Atkinson (a
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previous VariEze builder) and Ken Francis.

included highly modified (bigger engines, as
well as airframe mods) VariEze's and Long-
EZ's. The Cathird Tlew in this race vnder the
Exhibition class and Burt proceeded 1o
complesely annihilate the course record, set
by Mike Meivill last year at 22%.98, with a
blistering speed of 245,54 MPHI That "Cat” is
fastl Mike Melvill won this race, with John
Chambers in his highly modified 0-235
powered VariEze second. Ed Kelly came in
third and Wes Gardaner in his Lycoming
powered VariEze was fourth.

This was the best Jackpot ever. The weather
was perfect, 78 RAF and composite-iypes fiew
in to enjoy the hospitality of Cactus Peie's
Casino, and a great time was had by all, Two
Long-EZ's flew in from New York, a VariEze
flew in from Wisconsin and a Cozy flew in
from Texast There were 44 Long-EZ's, 29
VariBze's, t Defiant, 1 Cathird, 2 Cozy's, 1
Two Easy. Inaddition, a Tailwind and 3 Spam
Cans [lew in. We had over [50 people at
Cactus Pete's over the 4th of July weekend and
it was great. Many, many thanks, once again,
to the organizers of this great little flyin,

——S8hir!and Diane Dickey - vou guys done good 1)

RACE RESULTS
STOCK ¥E (MPH)
IST SHIRL DICKEY 199.31
2ND GARY HERTILER 197.17
3RD JOE MOORE 196.88
4TH BOB PAULSON 189.0
STOCK LEZ
IST BOBBROWN 188.99
2ND TOM JEWETT 187.98
3RD BOB CAMPBELL 184.56
4TH DOUGKIRKPATRICK 183.98
SUPER STOCK
{ST ED KELLY 216.04
2ND DICK KREIDEL. 215.65

3RD VANCE ATKINSON (CO-Z)
208.67
4TH KEN FRANCIS (CO-Z) 205.98

UNLIMITED
IST MIKE MELVILL LEZ 228.89
ZND JOHN CHAMBERS VE 218.21
3RD ED KELLY LEZ 216.07
4TH WES GARDNER YE  209.26
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EXHIBITION
BURT RUTAN CATBIRD 243.34 MPH
(NEW COURSE RECORD)
SHOPPING

Hob Davenport's nose gear shimmy damper for
VariEze and Long-EZ ..

This is a very important addition to your EZ,
The original plans-buill shimmy damper
required constaft care and adijusting, and in
‘many cases, still alfowed the nose wheel to
shimmy and break the nose wheel fork. This
has happened 1o a ot of EZ [lyers. Don't let it
happen to you. Contact:

Bob Davenport

PO . Box 650581 :

Vero Beach, FL 32965-0581

305-567- 1844

Valve Cover Gaskets for Lycomings -and
Continentals

Made from 100 %2 pure silicone, these gaskets
will absolutely soive the age old problem of
oif leaks at the rocker cover lo cylinder head
gasket area, especially on Lycomings! Contact:

Doug Price

Real Gasket Corp.

PO Box 1366

Laurel, MS 39441-1366

800-635-REAL or 601-649-0702

Doug has recently come cut with a silicone
gasket for the small Continental engines to fit
between the oil tank and the bottom of the
crank case. He is very happy with iis
performance,

Qil Breather Svstems and Retrofittable Fuel
Sight Gages fof EZs. Contact:

Wes Gardner

1310 Garden St.

Redlands, CA 92363

714-792-1565

B&C SPECIALTY PRODUCTS suppliers of
alternators. & veltage regulators for the
VOYAGER are pieased to announce that their
light weight starters in [2 voit & 24 voll are
now STC'd for all LYCOMING D-235, 0-290. 0-
320, 0-360, & 0-540 engines. The sealed iead
acid batteries they stock are also highly
recommended.
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RAF _  RECOMMENDED_ _SUPPLIERS
Aircraft Spruce Wicks Aircraft

PO Box 424 41D Pine Street
Fullerton, C4& 92832 Highland, IL 62249
714-870-75% B18-654-7447
‘FeatherLite Brock Mfg.

PO Box 781 11852 Western Ave.

‘Boonvilie, CA 95415 Stanton, CA 90680
707-895-2718 714-898-4366

The above suppliers are still the only
authorized RAF dealers for all your various

aircralt materials and components,
FOR_SALE

Lycoming 0-235-L2C, 24507TT, 95 since
extensive top overhaul by Lycoming dealer,
Hagelin of Long Beach. Includes all
Aaccessories, prop extension, prop and spinner,
This engine won the stock Long-EZ race at
Jackpot 1988, $5500.00. Contact:

Bob Brown

818-961-9871 (w)

714-525-8032 (h)

Breaiher System for Lycoming.

Mike has besn using this system oow for over

i wovs b B hours and-dsyenv.satisiied at this poind.

Waes Gardner has been running his for several
years.

He is the designer, builder and supplier of
this rather unigue system,

The breathier hose goes from the engine to an
opiional {in Mike's opinion!} oil separator
mounted on the firewall and drains back into
the eéngine from there. The breather hose then
goes ta a "T" [itting and on to a one way check
valve which is welded into the exhaust header.
A smalier hose goes Trom the “T" through a
PCV valve to a fitting in the intake manifold.
It sounds compiex but it reaily is not. You
wiil have to have a stainless tube welded into
one of vour exhaust pipes and yvou may have to
tap a 178" NPT pipe thread into the intake
manifold, or Wes can supply vou with a part
that clamps between the carburetor and the
sump to take care of the problem. Mike does
not use the separator itself rather., he just
accepts the loss of o0il that goes owut of the
exhaust. It is so small in his case that you
cannot tell which of the Tour exhausts if is
draining into. Wes, on the other hand, is very
happy with the separator and recommends it.

‘What does this system do? Well; it takes your
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breather znd its associated messy 0il stains
on the cowling and dumps it through the
exhaust system where all the oil vapors and
oil are hurned, and thrown out of the exhausy
pipe, leaving no oil on the cowl. In addition,
and perhaps more significanily, it lowers the
pressure in the crankcase to below ambient
pressure which causes any smali oil leaks you
may have to disappear due to the fact that
these leaks now leak into, and not out of, the
crankcase. Obviovusly, this slight reduction in
internal pressure cannot take care of a major
oil feak, but it is amazing how all the
annoying {ittie oil leaks dry vup!

This is not a Lycoming recommended system,
but it is a system that Wes has tesied now for
several years and on¢ he has had ronning on
several airplanes, including Mike and Sally's
Long-EZ, Mike has not wanted (o recommend
this system in the past even though he has
been running it for 2 number of years, but
since Wes included the PCVY valve in the
system, the few little reservations Mike had
have gone away. See “Shopping = .

CAUTIGN
Da not sub'stitute micm forf lox where it c‘alis

extreme.ly strong struct.ural type I 1ller and i.s
quite heavy. I it is calied out instead of
micro, it is hecause we require the additional
strength in spite of the small weight penaity,
Where micro is called out as a Tiller, do not
vse [lox since the strength requirement is not
neaded 2nd you will only pick up unnecessary
weight.

PLANS CHANGES

We at RAF, of covrse, cannot enlofce 3

mandatory change as FAA can on a lype—

certified aircralt. The reguvlations aliowing
amateur-built experimentat aircraft recognize
that the homebuilder is the aircraft
manufacturer and that the aircraft dees not
need to coniorm 1o certification requirements.
This allows experimentation by the
“homebuilder giving him the Ireedom to
develop new {deas. FAA achieves their goal of
providing adequate public salety by
restricting the homebuilder to unpopulated
areas and to solo Tlight um:! his aircraft is
proven safe,
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It is the homebuilder's responsibility to
maintain, inspect and modify his aircraft as
he desires. However, we at RAF feel that part
of our job is fo provide information to the
homebuilder in the form of recommenations
that, in our opinion, are required for him to
achieve a satisfactory level of flight safety,

Category Definition

MAN-GRD. Mandatory - ground the
aircralt.

Do not. fly vuntil the change has
been accomplished,

MAN-XXHR Mandatory - accomplish the
change at next convenient
maintenance interval or within
XX flight thours, whichever
comies Tirst.

BE Desired - strongly
recommended bHut not requiring
grounding of the aircraft.

OPT Optional - does not affect flight

safety.

THERE ARE NO PLANS CHANGES FOR
ANY RAF DESIGNS THIS TIME.

Please submit any significani plans changes
that vou may come across as you go through
the building process.

Since RAF is no longer active in the
development of homebyilts, we are not likely
to distover many new errors or omissions in
the plans. For this reason, we need help from
FOUs

ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS

Bob Yarmey, a professional pilot and Long-EZ
builder, was involved in a serious accident in
his Long-EZ. Recently he offered to share his
thoughts with all of us and he wrote this
accident report and comments. [t is not often
that any of us who [ly get to hear the thoughts
and opinions of 2 pilet involved in a serious
crash for obvipus reasons. Bob is a very
experienced pifot and a very observant person
whose views may be very important to all who
fiv. We found his comments on how to touch
down on a short field in an €émergency such as
fie had, most instructive and very perceptive.
The average homebvilder/pilot is so concerned
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with damaging his creation that in a bad
situation, instead of frving to preserve the
safety of the people aboard, he or she is likely
to try to preserve the airplane at all costs, As
Bob has peinted out, this is not the way te go.
We can appreciate this point, particularly,
having been there a time or {wo ourselves.
Every BZ builder should read this accident
report several times. The time may come when
knowledge such as this could save your life,
We are most grateful to Beb Yarmey for taking
the time and having the courage to write this
report so that others may benefit,

REQUIEM? FOR A LONG-EZ

With much excitement, | awoke on the morning
of June 14, 1986, The previous night, [ had
heen up late - washing and waxing my Long-
EZ, N23RY. [ wanted her to look her very best
while on display at ihe big Texas
Sesquicentennial Airshow in Waco, Texas.
With my wife, Margi, settled in the back, we
enjoyed a comfortable 45 minute flight from
our home base at the Addison Airport in
North Dalias.

It grew 1o be an oppressively hot day - right at
100 degrees. We enjoved a great airshow, yet
. after having answered hundreds of spectator
questions, we were anxiovs to get airborae
once the field reopened. A littie over half way
back to Dallas at approximately 2500 feet
AGL, we experienced a sudden complete loss
of power. Searching around, [ spotted a field
about a mile off the right wing. As ! swung
into a wide right-hand turn to land into the
wind, 1 turned on the boost pump, switched
fuel tanks and checked the mixture and mags -
all to no avail. Established on a base leg, | can
recall observing a line of trees at the roll-out
end of the field and wtitity lines a1 the
approach end. Given what | estimated {0 be
about 2,500 feet of field in between, [ decided
that my approach path shouid be pianned to
just ¢lear the wires. [ felt well prepared for
this situation since I had performed a good
number of practice forced landings and actval
engine shut-dewns both during my thorough
flight test phase and subsequently. My 170
hours in this Long-EZ had been accumulated
gince her maiden flight Jour months
previously. My overall experience includes
9,300 logged hovrs as a professional pilot in a
wide variety of aircraft.

Once on final, Margi recalled me saying that 1
needad to go a tittle Bit lower, 1 romember
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everything was geoing to turn out OK.
Tragically, this was not the case as [ was (0
realizé while slowly emerging from heavy
morphine sedation a week or so later.

1 was disappointed with the FAA's
investigation of the accident. Once the badly
damaged forward fue! lines were by-passed
and the prop replaced, the engine siarted up
and ran satisfactorily. Despite the extensive
damage at the fuel selector location, the FAA
said the AN 818 aluvminom coupling nuts were
found to be [inger tight and listed this ag the
probable cauvse., This was hard for me to
accept as | had recently applied fuel lube to
heip unstick the fuel selector valve and had
checked that these fittings were plenty snvg.
1 personally suspect that given the ot
conditions and my use of mogas that the
occurrence of vapor lock was a possibility.

The accident investigation revealed that after
impact with some smaller gage wires near the
top of the ciuster, the ajrcralt impacted the
ground 70 degrees nose down at approximately
70 kts wings level. The [uselage shattered
with severe damage extending to and including
the front seat bulkhead, [ wag ejected at the
impact point as the aircraft {lipped over and
came to rest 27 feet further on. Margi was
terrified as she remained secured in the
inverted dircraft with fuel coming out of the
broken vent lines. Other damage inclypded: a
clean shearing off of the right winglet at the
attach juncture, one-third of the lop left
winglet crushed (with no apparent damage at
the juncture), the left-tand baggage pod
sheared off in the wing saddle area although
the right-hand pod remained attached intact,
the canopy and aft turtle-deck were flattened
to within approximately 4 inches of the
fongerons, the head rest sheared off along with
a good portion of the front seat bulkhead, the
canard remained surprisingly intact except
for major crushing damage to the center
section ares.

We thank God that given the severity of the
forward fuselage and canopy damage, that both
Margi and myself came out of it alive and
reasonably well. She suffered a concussion
and a cracked ribh, We were very fortunate
that bystanders were immediately available to
re-right the aircraft and extricate Margl,
Alsg, a veterinarian was right on hand and
administered three tourniquets to me, A
Care-Flight helicopter delivered me to the
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emergency room 10 quick ofder. I dan't Know
how, but [ appeared to have maintained
consciousness during the whole ordeal.
Unfortunately, hoth my legs were eventually
amputated just above the koees. [ am
thoroughly convinced that my decision to
cmploy approximately 15 pounds of extra
thickness thermo-foam absorbéd a great deal
of the impact forces and prevented both of us
from receiving any internal or spinal injuries.
In refllecting on how this tragedy might have
heen avoided, | would advise againsi the vse of
any automotive fuel. Although 1 had no
problems in using it uUp to that day, operating
temperatures had never exceeded about 80
degrees. In all honesty, 1 cannot rule out that
human factors may have played a part. The
long hot day standing on the concrele framp
left me feeling irritable and not too perky. It
is possible that my judgement couid have been
impaired. -

The point at which my landing gear snagged
the thin wires indicated that just another two
feet of altitude would probably have put me in
the elear. |In evaluating the position of the
capard relative to a line extending [rom my
eye level to the aircraft Tlight path it appears
to be within the reatm of possibilities that the
highest thin gage wire that | struck could have

~feen hidden from my view by (e canard.

With this in mind, | would caution anyone
{lying a canard aircraft to closely eyeball the
approach area well prier to getling set up on
Tinal approach. :

Besides being concerned with the utility tines
at the approach end, [ was egually
preoccupied with the consequences of not
stopping belore reaching the trees at the end
of the [ield. 1 suppose its a natural feeling for
a pilot - especiaily a homebuilder to avoid
anything that could inflict even the slightest
damage to his treation. Had | been willing to
just get it down and accept the possibility of
minor airframe damage, | could have avoided
al! personal injury.

No othér aircraft has &ver <¢ome close Lo
providing me with the great satisfaction and
sheer [lying excitement as N23RY did. Given
the nature of my disability (specifically, loss
of ankle articelation), the rudder/hrake
combination of an unmodified Long-EZ
represents a viable and realistic opportunity
for me to get back flying again. 1 am
contemplating a stalic load analysis of my
aircraft which has been stored in my garage.
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Amaziaply, close visval inspection of the
wings, spar, strakes and rear half of the
: fuselage reveals no apparent damage. Any
builder/{lyer of a properly construcied. Long-
: EZ is entitled 1o vtmost confidence in its
s structyral  integrity, energy  absorhent
© characteristies and resuitant crash
: worthiness.

. My twin brother, Al, and his wife, Cathi, are
- heading towards completion of their beautiful
- Cozy later on this year. ['m really excited and
" will not hesitate 1o go vp and fly that Rutan
derivative.

© {Sighed)

.............. Boh Yar]ﬂe“‘y

. COMPOSITE_HOSPITALITY CLUB NEWS
- 1988 [VCHC Oshkosh Events:

. Sat. July 30 Ladies Luncheonat 11 am,

: Butch's Anchor [nn

. Sat. July 30 EZ Bull Session

g UW0 EZ Lounge

North Scott Hall, 4th Iloor

8 p.m. : fiehieieb i

Sun. July'31 Moerning Social Howr, 9a.m, - 12
Free Coffee and Dovghniuts
Homebuilder Type Club
Headquarters
“Happy Bicentennial Australial”

Mon. Aug. 1 [VCHC Oshkosh Bangquet
Butch's Anchor [nn at 6:30 p.m,
$14.00 per person

IVCHC 1988 Ed_Hamiin Memorial Trophy
winners are Buzz and Peggy Talbot of Il.. Buzz
has been an [VCHC representative for years
_ and the Talbots have organized and hosted
© remarkable flyins like the Rough River Dam
' Flyin and the Brockridge Airpark Corn Roast,
* The Trophy was created by Donald and

have put in extra effort, time, and energy in
promoting hospitality, travel and support to
= other EZ builders apd pilots! Nominees and
winners are selected by [VCHC members.

Previcus Trophy winners were:r 1983 - Mike
- and_Sally Melvill, 1984 - The "Real” George
: Scotr, {945 - Shirl and Diane Dickey and Don
* and Edna Foreman, 1986 - no nominations, and
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1987 -~ Bruce and Bonnie Tifft!

This vear the Club is having its first annval
“MS WORLD IVCHC” event which is sponsored
by I¥CHC and WICKS AIRCRAFT (410 Pine
Street, Highland, IL 62249). The purpose of
the event is to recognizé the lady with some,
or all, of the following qualities: Friendly,
Charming, and Humble personality; Airplane
and Aviation Enthusiast; Helpful and Nice to
Partner and Others; Good sense of Humor;
Pilot and/or Co-Pilot of an Aircraft; and
Pleasant appearance and carries self well,
The ladies who have been nominated for the
TITLE are (in alphabetical order) Diane
Dickey of AZ, Joan Hansen of AZ, Covia
McKean of TX, Saliv_Melvillt of CA, 3ash
Mugnir of CA and Shirley Puffer of AZ.

All membérs of the Club dre eficouraged and
qualilied to vote, and the winner of "MS
WORLD [VCHC 1988-"89" will be announced at
the 1VCHC Oshkosh Banquet {usually around
250 attendess) when and where coronation
will take place.

Y

IWCHE will once again reserve focms as 2
group at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
for the "1989" EAA Oshkosh Convention. This
service is FREE - atl you need to do is to send
a check Tor $20.00 payable o either IVCHC or
UWO along with your ndmels), address, phone
numhers, arrival and depariure dates, and
whether yvou will he flving or driving, to
IVCHC/Shupés at 2531 College Ldne, La Verne,
CA 91750.

Staying with the group is FUN, Friendly :and
Memorablet

IVCHC would like to encourage communication
between EZ type ciubs. The Shupes have
always published events and informal flyins
of EZ groups, organized by members as well as
non-members, so long as the meetings are
friendly and geared to serve EZ pilots and
builders. We wouid be happy to publish any
group meetings and fIvins ~ simply send us a
note. Many type clubs have become gquite
popular because people have been willing 1o
send news to the Canard Pusher and [VCHC for
Newstetter publication. And we are most
happy and proud to see that still so many
wonderful peopte like Shirl and Diane Dickey
of RACE, Dick Kreidel of LE Squadron [, David
Orr of LE Squadron 11, Al Coha of San Diego
Squadron, Arnie Ash of Central States Assoc.,
EZ Builders of Florida,Dayton Ducks, and etc.,
have been so highly motivated in serving EZ
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peaple.

If you are not members of some of these
geoups, you are really missing out on a great.
deal because between the groups “we cover
everything”, including promoting
“haspitality™! '

p.s. Thanks to Sally Melvill, Joan Richey and
Dave Orr for an ‘Unfergettably” well

organized and nicely run Burt's Birthday
Party on the 18th of June - What a Partyl
Sorry you have to do all the setling up and
cleaning up - it was all worth it, wasn't it

w

DRAINING ALL THE
WEIGHING EMPTY AT THE CAFE 400 1988,

We sure are glad that Burt likes birthday
parties! By the way, Congratulations to Tonva,
{Burt's girlfriend, that is) for making her soleo
flight one day prier to the party!

o EAGIRED }f{)f’vﬁ.l}iiii«l B R
PLEIN AUSTRALLA HE
TOOKS 0L EMAN HOURS AN

CLIVE'S DEFIANT INSTRUMENT PANEL WHICH INCLUDES NARCO AVIONICS WITH R-NAV
AND A DUAL VACUUM SYSTEM. .
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BOB ANL MARGH YVARMEY 1N THEIR BEAUTIFUL LONG-EZ, BEFORE THE ACCIDENT THAT
BOB HAS WRITTEN UF IN THIS NEWSLETTER

Rutan Aircraft Factory
Building 13, Mojave Airport
Mojave, CA 93501

e
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you are paid. If your labe! says LAST ISSUE CP 58, then this is your last issus,
and you naed 1o renaw.

first class mail

July ’88

CP 56



